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Profile

Associate Professor and senior researcher specializing in digital governance, platform regulation,
and disinformation, with extensive experience leading EU-funded projects and driving policy
engagement. Currently Vice-Chair for the EU Al Office's Code of Practice on Transparency of Al-
Generated Content, my work centers on Al governance. My upcoming Jean Monnet Fellowship at
the European University Institute in Florence will further expand this research to address
disinformation, cyber threats, and the impact of algorithmic systems on democratic resilience.

Current Roles

Jean Monnet Fellow. Platform and digital regulation, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced
Studies (RSCAS), European University Institute (EUI) (September 2026 - August 2027)

Vice-Chair, Code of Practice on Transparency of Al-Generated Content, Al Office, European
Commission, https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/meet-chairs-leading-development-
new-code-practice-transparency-ai-generated-content

Associate Professor — National University of Political Studies and Public Administration,
Bucharest (Since 2008)

. Courses taught: Platforms, Algorithms, and Digital Communication; The New Digital
Ecosystem and the Transformation of Strategic Communication; Mass Media and Society;
Methods and Techniques for Graduation Thesis.

. Researcher affiliated to the Media Studies Research Lab focusing on disinformation and
influence operations.

. Oversee EU-funded research projects on political campaigns, populism, and media
systems.

Coordinator — Bulgarian-Romanian Observatory of Digital Media (BROD), European Digital Media
Observatory Hub (Since 2023) https://brodhub.eu/en/

. Direct research on disinformation and platform regulation in Romania and Bulgaria.

. Produce assessment reports on VLOPSE compliance with the EU Code of Practice on
Disinformation.
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. Engage policymakers, regulators, and research networks for Digital Services Act
compliance.

Member — EDMO Expert Group on Elections (Since 2024), Monitoring disinformation and
regulatory compliance across Romania and Bulgaria. https://edmo.eu/?s=madalina+botan
Member — IPIE Scientific Panel on Indexing the Information Environment (Since 2024)
https://www.ipie.info/team/madalina-botan

Member — WHAT-IF Horizon Europe Project, Coordinating research on Al, information
ecosystems, and democratic resilience. https://what-if-horizon.eu/

Management Committee Member — COST Action “DepolarisingeU” (Since 2023), Promoting
pluralism, de-escalation, and democratic resilience in digital media environments.

Member — COST Action CA21129, OPINION (Since 2022), Developing tools and methodologies for
analyzing opinionated communication across countries.

Selected Previous Roles

Research Adviser — Learn2Think Foundation, London (2017-2019)

. Developed media literacy and civic engagement programs in UK schools.

. Partnered with The Guardian Foundation on national media literacy initiatives.
Managing Director — Majoritas Institute, Bucharest (2015-2017)

. Led international political campaign training programs in Romania, Ghana, Philippines,
Kosovo, Serbia, Dominican Republic, Panama.

. Delivered workshops on campaign strategy, media training, digital campaigning, and SEO
for political campaigns.

Project Coordinator — DC Communication, Bucharest (2005—-2008)
Teaching Assistant — University of Bucharest, Faculty of Sociology (2006—2008)

Key Research & Expertise

. Disinformation & Misinformation: Fact-checking, deepfakes, online hate speech, cognitive
effects of algorithmic content.

. Platform Regulation: VLOPSE compliance, EU Code of Practice on Disinformation, Digital
Services Act, Al ethics in media platforms.

. Media & Democracy: Political psychology, populism, civic engagement, media literacy.

. International Research: Cross-national empirical studies, EU-funded projects,
interdisciplinary collaborations.
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